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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentabihty shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Masami et al. (JP 05-121988). 

3. With respect to claim 1, figure 6 of Masami teaches a noise suppression 
circuit suppressing normal mode noise transmitted on first and second conductive 
lines and generating a potential difference between the first and the second 
conductive lines, comprising: 

first (55) and second (75) inductors inserted in series in the first conductive 
line and magnetically coupled to each other; and 

a series circuit configured to have a third inductor (65) and a first capacitor 
(66) connected in series, one end of the series circuit being connected to a junction 
of the first and second inductors, and other end being connected to the second 
conductive line. 

Masami is silent as to a range of value of the coupling coefficient k. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have designed the apparatus of Masami with a coupling coefficient k 
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between the first and second inductors is smaller than 1, and the inductance of the 
third inductor is set to a value so that a desired noise attenuation characteristic is 
realized on condition that the coupling coefficient k is smaller than 1, since it has 
been held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, 
discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. 
In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 

4. With respect to claims 2-4, applicant claims specific values for the various 
components in the apparatus to obtain desired output results. As shown in the 
rejection of claim 1 above. It has been held that where the general conditions of a 
claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 

5. Claims 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Noritoshi et al. (JP 02-206360). 

6. With respect to claim 5, figure 1 of Noritoshi discloses a noise suppression 
circuit suppressing normal mode noise transmitted on first and second conductive 
lines and generating a potential difference between the first and the second 
conductive lines, comprising: 

first (37A) and second (57A) inductors inserted in series in the first 
conductive line and magnetically coupled to each other; 

a series circuit configured to have a third inductor (57B) and a first capacitor 
(59) connected in series; and 
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fourth (38A) and fifth (58A) inductors inserted in series in the second 
conductive line and magnetically coupled to each other, 

wherein one end of the series circuit is connected to a junction of the first and 
second inductors, and the other end is connected to a junction of the fourth and fifth 
inductors. 

Noritoshi is silent as to a range of value of the coupling coefficients kl and k2 
and specific value of the third inductor to obtain a desired result. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have designed the apparatus of Noritoshi each of a coupling coefficient kl 
between the first and second inductors and a coupling coefficient k2 between the 
fourth and fifth inductors is smaller than I, and the inductance of the third inductor 
is set to a value so that a desired noise attenuation characteristic is realized on 
condition that each of the coupling coefficients kl and k2 is smaller than 1, since it 
has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior 
art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the 
art. In re Alter, 105 USPQ 233. 

7. With respect to claims 6-8, applicant claims specific values for the various 
components in the apparatus to obtain desired output results. As shown in the 
rejection of claim 1 above. It has been held that where the general conditions of a 
claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 
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8. With respect to claims 9-12, the reasoning for rejection is the same as claim 5 
above. Since it has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are 
disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only 
routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Don P. Le whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1806. The examiner can normally be reached on 7AM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Barnie Rexford can be reached on 571-272-1812. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 



/Don P Le/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2819 
5/13/2008 



